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on hitherto. Cocceji seems to have answered, to the effect, ' Most certainly: the Courts are wide open';—but as to ' help ' ! December 30th, the Suit, Voltaire versus Hirsch, ' comes to Protocol,'—that is, Cocceji, Jarriges, Loper, three eminent men, have been named to try it; aud Herr Hofrath Bell, Advocate for Voltaire Plaintiff, hands-in his First Statement that day. Berlin resounds, we may fancy how ! Rumour, laughter and wonder are in all polite quarters; and continue, more or less vivid, for above two months coming. Here is one direct glimpse of Plaintiff, in this interim ; which, we will give, though the eyes are none of the best: 'The first visit I,' Formey, 'had from Voltaire was in the afternoon of January 8th, 1761' (Suit begun ten days ago). ' I had, at the time, a large party of friends. Voltaire walked across the Apartment, without looking at anybody ; and, taking me by the hand, made me lead him to a cabinet adjoining. His Lawsuit with a Jew was the matter on hand. He talked to me at large about his Lawsuit, and with the greatest vehemence; he wound-up by asking me to speak to Law-President M. de Jarriges (since Chancellor): I answered what was suitable ;'—probably did speak to Jarriges, but might as well have held my tongue. ' Voltaire then took his leave : stepping athwart the former Apartment with some precipitation, he noticed my eldest little girl, then in her fourth year, who was gazing at the diamonds on his Cross of the Order of Merit. " Bagatelles, bagatelles, man enfant !" said he, and disappeared.'1
On Newyear's-day, Friday 1st January 1751, Voltaire had legally applied to Herr Minister von Bismark, for Warrant to arrest Hirsch, as a person that will not give-up Papers not belonging to him. Warrant was granted, and Hirsch lodged in Limbo. Which worsens the state of poor old Father Hirsch ; threatening now really to die, of heart-break aud other causes. Hirsch Son, from the interior of Limbo, appeals to Bismark, 'Lord Chancellor Cocceji is seized of my Plea, your gracious Lordship !'—'All the same,' answers Bismark; 'produce caution, or you can't get out.' Hirsch produces caution ; and gets out, after a day or two;—and has been 'brought to Protocol January 4th.' No delay in this Court: both parties, through their Advocates, arc now brought to book; the points they agree-in will be sifted-out, and laid on this side as truth; what they differ-in, left lying, on that side, as a mixture of lies to be operated on by farther processes and protocols.
We will not detail the Lawsuit;—what I chiefly admire in it is its brevity. Cocceji has not reformed in vain. Good Advocates, none other allowed ; and no Advocate talks; "he merely endeavours to think, see and discover; holds his tongue if he can discover nothing : that doubtless is one source of the brevity !—Many lies are stated by Hirsch, many
1 Formey, i. 232.